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HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 


._  132728 

In  the  years  1820  and  '21,  it  pleased  God  to  pour 
out  of  his  Spirit  on  nearly  all  the  evangelical  churches 
of  Providence,  and  very  many  persons  were  brought 
from  nature's  darkness  into  the  light  and  liberty  of 
the  sons  of  God.  Among  those  converted  were  a  num- 
ber who  resided  at  or  near  the  south  part  of  the  city, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  united  with  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  then  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  late 
Rev.  Stephen  Gano.  Before  this  time,  however,  the 
Lord  had  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  three  of  his  followers, 
viz.  Deacons  George  Dods.  Isaac  Peck  and  Oliver 
Mason,  to  build  a  house  for  his  worship  at  the  south 
part  of  the  city,  and  they  had  even  progressed  so  far 
us  to  procure  a  lot  for  that  purpose,  and  had  received 
assurance  of  considerable  help  in  the  enterprise. 

In  October  1820,  it  was  decided  to  constitute  ano- 
ther Baptist  Church.  Accordingly,  on  the  2d  day 
of  November,  of  the  same  year,  fourteen  individuals, 
viz.  nine  males  and  five  females,  requested  to  be  dis- 
missed from  the  First  Church  for  that  purpose.  On 
>the  9th  of  the  same  month,  they  were  met  at  the 
house  of  Bro.  George  Dods,  by  a  delegation  of  the 
brethren  of  the  First  Church,  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, consisting  of  Rev.  vStephen  Gano,  brethren  Phil- 
ip Martin,  Joseph  Martin,  Russell  Wilkinson  and 
Benjamin  Robinson,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  the  du- 
ties of  their  appointment,  made  the  fo]lo\ving  inqui- 
ries, to  wit :  First,  respecting  their  Christian  fellow- 
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ship  and  11111011  one  with  another  ;  secondly^  whether 
they  believed  the  word  of  God,  as  found  in  the  Bible^ 
to  be  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and  whether 
they  meant  to  be  governed  by  its  directions,  &c. 
Each  of  which  questions  being  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, the  committee  expressed  their  approba^tion  of 
the  brethren  and  sisters  as  a  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  The  church  then  unanimously  made  choice 
of  the  late  lamented  Bro.  George  Dods  as  their  Dea- 
con, and  Bro.  William  C.  Barker  Clerk  of  the 
church. 

Rev.  Dr.  Gano^  then,  in  behalf  of  the  delegation^ 
presented  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  Deacon  Dods, 
as  representing  his  brethren  as  a  church  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  with  hearty  desires  for  their  union, 
growth  in  grace  and  love. 

For  some  time  this  infant  church,  not  having  any 
place  for  worship,  continued  to  worship  with  the  First 
Church  on  Sabbath,  and  held  their  church,  prayer  and 
conference  meetings,  from  house  to  house,  evenings. 

The  lot  where  the  meeting-house  now  stands  was 
purcliased  Dec.  1819,  by  Deacons  Isaac  Peck  and 
Oliver  Mason,  of  Zaclmiah  Alien,  Esq,,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  placing  a  meeting-house  thereon,  at  some  lu- 
ture  period.  In  the  year  1820,  the  meeting-house 
was  raised ;  in  1821,  the  vestry  being  completed,  vv^or- 
ship  was  observed  there  the  last  part  of  the  year.  On 
the  22d  day  of  June,  1822,  the  meeting-house  was 
dedicated  to  the  service  and  worship  of  God ;  since 
which  time  it  has  undergone  several  alterations,  hav- 
ing been  very  much  enlarged  and  improved. 

During  the  first  part  ol  the  time  of  holding  public 
.  worship  in  the  vestry,  the  church  enjoyed  the  labors 
of  different  individuals,  and  in  December,  1821,  invit- 
ed  Eev.  Allen  Brown,  then  a  member  and  licentiate 
.  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  this  city,  to  become 
their  pastor.  He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  was  or- 
dained to  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  January  31, 
1822,  and  served  in  that  oftice  until  January,  1828, 


7 


being  about  six  years.  During  this  period,  the  church 
enjoyed,  part  of  the  time,  the  gracious  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  converts  were  added  to  their  numbers, 
and  the  labors  of  Mr.  B.  seemed  to  be  blessed.  The 
church  and  society  were  enabled  to  complete  their 
meeting-house,  and  pretty  much  settle  up  the  bills  for 
the  same  :  but  the  church  and  conecrecration  were  so 
small,  that  they  were  le4  to  conclude  that  they  had 
too  far  anticipated  the  time  when  it  was  prudent  to 
erect  a  meeting  house  in  its  present  location  ;  that 
they  were  far  in  advance  of  the  population  in  that 
vicinity  ;  and  aside  from  this,  an  unhappy  division  of 
sentiments  on  doctrinal  subjects,  with  a  degree  of 
alienation  of  that  brotherly  love  so  indispensable  to 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  a  Christian  church,  and  so 
essential  to  its  spiritual  growtli  and  prosperity,  were 
soon  visible.  This  rendered  the  number  of  worship- 
pers less,  and  finally  ended  in  a  division,  and  the  sep- 
aration of  seventeen  members  from  the  church,  some 
of  whom  were  among  its  first  founders,  and  v/ere  con- 
sidered as  pillars  in  the  spiritual  temple  of  our  God. 
This  occurrence  took  place  February  fll ,  1823. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Brown*s  settlement,  the  church 
consisted  of  thirty  members.  Added  during  his  ad- 
ministration, by  baptism,  23  ;  by  letter,  21  ;  total,  44. 
Dismissed,  excluded,  deceased  and  withdrawn  during 
the  same  time,  31,  leaving  at  the  time  of  his  resigna- 
tion, 43  members.  The  first  candidates  added  to  our 
number  by  baptism  were  seven  that  went  forward 
April  6,  1832,  and  were  baptized  by  llev.  Mr. 
Brown. 

After  the  resignation  of  Ehler  Brown,  in  January, 
1828,  the  church  remained  destitute  of  a  pastor  for  a 
number  of  months,  but  enjoyed  occasional  preaching 
by  different  individuals,  and  during  the  term  of  about 
three  years  preceding  the  last  date,  no  additions  of 
any  kind  Avere  made  to  the  church. 

In  the  month  of  Sept  ;  nber,  1828,  the  church  and 
society  invited  the  Rev.  William  Phillips  to  become 
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their  pastor,  wlio,  after  due  deliberation,  accepted  said 
invitation,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office 
the  first  Sabbath  in  November,  1828. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  which  Bro. 
Phillips  had  the  oversight  of  this  people,  the  Lord 
smiled  propitiously  upon  his  labors  ;  a  kind  feeling 
existed  between  the  pastor  and  the  various  members 
of  the  church,  and  it  was  their  happiness  to  know 
that  the  Lord  owned  and  blessed  his  labors.  From 
time  to  time  it  was  frequently  their  privilege  to  resort 
to  the  banks  of  their  Jordan,  and  there  behold  joyful 
converts  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 

In  the  year  1829,  a  number  were  added  to  the 
church  ;  in  the  year  1830  the  Lord  poured  out  his 
Spirit  copiously,  large  and  valuable  additions  were 
made.  In  1831  the  work  continued,  but  not  so  pow- 
erfully as  before.  In  the  month  of  March,  1832,  the 
church  held  what  was  then  termed  a  protracted  meet- 
ing, continuing  the  same  a  number  of  days,  in  which, 
meetings  were  held  almost  incessantly,  a  large  num- 
ber of  ministering  brethren  and  others  visited  them^ 
many  sermons  were  preached,  with  much  exhortation 
and  prayer.  As  the  result  of  their  labors,  fifty  were 
added  to  the  little  flock  this  year. 

From  this  period,  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Phillips's 
resignation,  the  effects  of  this  meeting  were  sensibly 
felt ;  very  many  who  did  not  come  out  until  years 
afterward,  acknowledged  that  they  received  their  first 
serious  impressions  at  this  meeting.  This  event,  as 
might  be  expected,  afforded  great  encouragement  to 
both  the  pastor  and  the  church. 

The  church  enjoyed  the  labors  of  Bro.  Phillips  until 
November,  1836,  during  a  term  of  eight  years,  when 
he  resigned  and  removed  to  Charlestown,  Massachu- 
setts, and  took  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  that  place. 

Bro.  Phillips  was  the  second  settled  pastor  of  this 
church,  and  when  he  settled  with  us,  the  number  of 
members  was  43  ; — added  while  he  remained,  by 
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baptism,  140  ;  by  letter,  43  ; — total  added,  183  ; 
dismissed,  deceased,  excluded,  &c.  daring  the  same 
time,  36,  leaving  at  the  time  of  his  resignation,  190 
members. 

Having  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  church  and 
society  to  become  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Joseph  A. 
Warne  commenced  preaching,  February,  1837,  and 
relinquished  his  charge  in  January,  1838,  and  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia. 

It  had  been  evident  for  a  long  time  to  many,  that 
the  system  of  raising  moneys  for  the  support  of  wor- 
ship and  other  exj^enses,  entirely  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription and  contribution  was  very  uncertain  and 
precarious,  and  frequently  extremely  perplexing,  and 
attended  with  many  embarrassing  circumstances  ;  in 
consequence  of  these  things,  a  number  who  had  borne 
much  of  the  burden,  concluded  from  the  time  of  Mr. 
Warne's  resignation,  (which  was  in  a  mcasui-e  on  ac 
count  of  these  things,)  that  worship  should  be  sus- 
pended and  the  house  closed,  unless  some  different 
and  more  permanent  arrangement  should  be  made,  to 
defray  the  expenses  thereof.  Upon  this  conclusion 
the  owners  came  forward  and  agreed  to  give  up  their 
pews,  submit  to  a  re-apprisal,  and  to  such  a  tax  on 
said  apprisal  as  would  meet  the  current  expenses  of 
the  society.  In  consequence  of  this  generous  offer, 
and  the  counsel  and  aid  of  their  constant  friend,  the 
Hon.  Nicholas  Brown,  the  meeting-house  was  enlarged, 
repaired  and  put  in  good  order. 

After  an  interruption  of  some  months,  in  worship, 
in  September,  1838,  the  Rev.  Myron  M.  Dean  hav- 
ing accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Church  and  Soci- 
ety to  become  their  Pastor,  and  the  house  being  com- 
pleted, entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  was 
installed  December  19,  1838.  He  resigned  said  office 
June  18,  1840. 

The  year  1840  was  an  eventful  period  in  the  history 
of  this  church.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  appear- 
ances  indicated  a  better  state  of  things  ;  and  in  March 
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a  revival  of  religion  commenced,  which  continued 
with  deep  interest  for  several  months.  Frequently 
there  were  many  who  were  made  willing  to  own  their 
Saviour,  and  to  go  forward  in  the  gospel  ordinances. 
As  the  fruits  of  this  revival,  seventy-one  came  out 
from  the  world  and  united  with  the  church,  and  it  is 
supposed  by  some,  that  at  least  one  hundred  persons 
had  their  attention  called  to  religious  things,  who  it  is 
hoped  submitted  their  hearts  to  the  Saviour. 

Soon  after  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Mr.  Dean,  Bro, 
Thorndike  C.  Jameson  was  invited  to  occupy  the  pul- 
pit. At  the  expiration  of  three  months,  he  accepted 
the  unanimous  invitation  of  the  church  and  society  to 
become  their  pastor,  and  was  ordained  November  4, 
1840.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  church  has 
been  greatly  prospered.  The  year  1842  particularly, 
will  ever  be  remembered  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
and  devout  gratitude  to  the  Almighty.  In  the  course 
of  it  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  were  added  to 
the  church,  one  huaidr^d  and  forty-seven  of  that  num- 
ber by  baptism.  Many  of  the  members  had  the  hap- 
piness of  receiving  to  the  embrace  of  their  Christian 
fellowship,  their  companions,  their  children,  and  their 
parents  who  had  up  to  that  time  remained  impeni- 
tent. For  several  weeks  during  this  great  revival  the 
church  enjoyed  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Knapp, 
who  is  held  by  them  in  the  most  affectionate  remem- 
brance. 

The  good  effects  of  the  revival  we  had  been  enjoy- 
ing were  perceivable  during  the  years  of  1843  and  '4, 
and  a  number  of  converts  were  united  with  the 
Church,  while  the  body  enjoyed  as  much  peace  and 
harmony  as  could  be  expected  from  the  state  of  pub- 
lic affairs  at  that  time.  In  1843,  W.  C.  Barker,  who 
had  served  as  Clerk  for  eighteen  years,  (all  but  five 
years  from  the  first  formation  of  the  Church)  resigned 
said  office,  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  S.  S.  Still  well 
was  appointed  to  fill  his  place. 

Nothing  of  especial  interest  occurred  for  a  number 
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of  years  ;  the  union  between  Pastor  and  Church  be- 
came more  strongly  cemented  from  year  to  year. 
From  the  location  of  our  church  and  the  immense 
number  who  had  united  with  us  being  principally 
working  people,  and  consequently  transient,  many  of 
them  changing  their  places  frequently,  as  their  busi- 
ness or  interest  called,  we  were  obliged  to  dismiss 
many  to  churches  in  other  towns  or  cities,  as  well  as 
to  other  churches  in  our  own  city  ;  and  a  number  be- 
ing enticed  by  the  seducing  doctrines  of  the  Second 
Advent,  broke  from  our  communion  abruptly,  whom 
we  were  obliged  to  part  with,  so  that  it  seemed  diffi- 
cult for  the  Church  to  maintain  its  maximum  in  point 
of  numbers. 

In  the  year  1846,  Brethren  S.  S.  Stillwcll,  I.  God- 
dard  and  Nathan  Mason,  were  chosen  Deacons. 

Our  much-lamented  Bro.  Judson  Benjamin  having 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  far  oft'  heathen,  he  having  terminated 
his  course  of  studies  for  the  gospel  ministry,  was,  at 
his  request,  on  the  13th  of  October,  1848,  set  apart 
by  solemn  ordination,  to  that  work. 

Bro.  and  Sister  Benjamin  sailed  from  Boston, 
for  Calcutta  soon  after,  he  being  designated  as  a 
Missionary  to  Tavoy.  After  a  faithful  service  of  six 
years,  they  were  obliged  to  return  to  their  native 
land,  on  account  of  a  lingering  disease,  which  termi- 
nated the  life  of  our  Bro.  B.  in  Boston  in  February 
last. 

From  the  year  1845  down  to  1849,  we  had  not  en- 
joyed anything  like  a  general  revival  of  religion ;  but 
this  year,  soon  after  our  annual  fast  in  January,  ap- 
pearances indicated  a  better  state  of  feeling ;  the  mem- 
bers were'  revived  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds,  and 
soon  anxious  persons  presented  themselves,  enquiring 
the  way  to  Zion,  a  very  precious  season  ensued,  many  ^ 
were  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  situation.  Eighty- 
four  persons  were  added  to  the  Church  this  year, 
making  the  membership  larger  than  ever  before. 
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In  the  year  1850,  a  number  were  added  and  a 
number  dismissed,  some  to  form  a  new  church  in  an- 
other section  of  our  city. 

During  the  years  1851-'2,  the  Lord  was  frequent- 
ly present  by  his  Spirit,  encouraging  us  on  in  the 
path  of  duty,  but  the  number  of  conversions  was  very 
limited,  only  thirty-eight  were  added  to  our  member- 
ship. 

Our  Pastor,  Eev.  T.  C.  Jameson,  had  now  (1853) 
been  with  us  about  thirteen  years,  and  perhaps  there 
hardly  ever  was  a  Church  more  strongly  attached  to 
their  Pastor  than  was  this,  and  they  had  reason  to 
believe  that  his  attachment  was  equally  strong  to 
them  ;  he  had  continued  to  grow,  not  only  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  Church  and  Society,  but  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  whole  community  of  the  city  and  State, 
and  we  began  to  conclude  that  we  had  a  Pastor  settled 
agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  during  life. 

We  knew  he  had  had  frequent  invitations  to  settle 
in  other  places,  and  we  knew  also  that  they  were  im- 
mediat  ely  dismissed,  and  we  really  believed  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  a  change,  where  every  thing  was 
so  pleasant  and  harmonious.  But  we  were  soon  made 
to  understand  that  there  was  an  influence  at  work  that 
might  possibly  succeed  in  severing  such  ties  as  exist- 
ed between  our  beloved  Pastor  and  his  Church.  It 
did  succeed  ;  and  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1853, 
our  Pastor  sent  in  his  resignation  to  the  Church ;  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  see  him  ;  indeed  a  large 
part  of  the  Church  came  together,  our  Pastor  present, 
and  when  he  saw  the  warmth  of  affection  and  strong 
attachment  of  his  people,  he  doubted  ;  and  the  result 
was  a  withdrawal  of  the  resignation. 

The  health  of  Bro.  J.  had  long  been  in  a  poor 
state,  from  incessant  labors  and  from  deep  affliction, 
therefore,  after  consultation  it  was  agreed  that  he 
should  take  what  time  he  wanted  for  a  tour  to  Europe. 
On  his  return  it  was  generally  understood,  if  able,  he 
would  resume  his  pastoral  labors  with  us,  and  that 
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lie  had  given  to  the  brethren  in  Boston  a  decided 
negative  to  their  unceasing  solicitations  for  him  to 
settle  there. 

Bro.  Jameson  soon  left  on  a  tour  to  Europe,  and 
was  absent  some  five  or  six  months.  He  arrived 
home  in  season  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Warren- 
Association,  which  this  year  held  their  anniversary 
with  our  church.  On  his  return,  he  immediately  and 
heartily  resumed  his  post  and  labors  as  our  Pastor, 
with  a  constitution  somc^^-hat  refreshed  and  invigo- 
rated. We  now  hoped  that  it  might  be  the  will  of 
the  Lord  that  he  might  continue  with  us  many  years. 

It  Avas  soon,  however,  apparent  that  all  things  did 
not  work  smoothly  ;  circumstances  transpired  in 
which  he  thought  his  way  was  hedged  up.  About 
this  time,  he  says,  The  c^uestion  of  my  removal  was 
again,  (unsought  and  unwished  for  by  me,)  laid  b::i- 
jEore  me  for  decision.  At  the  same  time,  other  and 
clearer  indications  of  God's  will  began  to  nranifc-t 
themselves,  which  brought  mc  to  boliove  thu  it  w.i^ 
my -duty  to  present,  as  I  now  do,  my  resignation  as 
your  Pastor."  This  second  resignation  was  finally 
accepted,  and  the  Church,  as  such,  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  interpose  another  objection.  He  in  a  i'cw 
weeks  removed  to  Boston,  and  took  chargo  of  th: 
Tremont-street  church  in  that  city,  and  at  their  rc- 
<t|ucst  Bro.  and  Sister  J^amoson  were  dismissed  to  sail 
church  December  1,  1853.  In  their  letter  of  dismis- 
sion, the  following,  with  other  resolutions,  0  3cur,  to 
wit  :  That  their  removal  from  this  Church,  to  which 
they  are  endeared  by  many  sacred  and  pleasant  asso- 
ciations, strengthened  by  a  happy  union,  uninterrupt- 
ed for  upwards  of  thirteen  years,  is  to  us  an  occasion 
of  sincere  regret,  v/hich  is  participated  in  by  the  re- 
ligious community  of  our  city,  and  especially  by  the 
Baptist  denomination  in  lihode-Island,  towards  whom 
our  late  Pastor  has  long  held  honorable  and  usetul 
relations." 

o 
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Whole  No.  of  members  when  Bro.  J.  settled  with  us,  281 


Added  during  his  Pastorate,  by  Baptism, 
Do.  By  Letter, 

Restored, 


Dismissed  during  same  time, 
Excludf^d       "  " 
Dropped         "         "  " 
Deceased       «^  " 


299 
148 
3 


731 


144 
64 

3 
62 


■273 


Total  No.  of  members  at  Bro.  J/s  resignation, 

Nett  gain,  177 
Males,  144 
Females,  314 


458 


458 


The  Chiircli  was  now  in  the  *same  situation  we  had 
ibeen  in  for  about  three  quarters  of  the  past  year^  like 
sheep  without  a  shepherd^  only  now  we  had  none  in 
^anticipation.  Committees  were  appointed  for  a  weekly 
supply  of  the  pulpit,  and  also  to  cast  around  for  one 
to  go  in  and  out  before  us,  as  an  under  shepherd, 
believing  that  it  was  morally  wrong  to  undertake  to 
jostle  or  loosen  a  well-settled  and  affectionate  Pastor's 
hold  upon  his  people,  and  cause  him  by  inducements 
of  a  higher  salary,  or  an  easier  place,  or  anything 
else,  to  remove  from  a  kind  and  affectionate  people 
and  break  asunder  long  cherished  associations,  and 
settle  with  us  ;  therefore  we  could  not  pursue  this 
policy  to  obtain  a  Pastor.  We  had  not  been  destitute 
long,  before  our  attention  was  directed  to  Bro.  James 
B.  bimmons,  then  on  his  last  year's  studies  at  New- 
ton, and  as  if  to  second  our  views,  the  finger  of  Divine 
Providence  seemed  to  ponit  directly  towards  him  ; 
and  although  he  could  not  be  available  under  six  or 
eight  months,  if  at  all,  yet  that  would  be  hr  better 
than  to  serve  other  churches  as  e  had  been  scrveri 
in  this  matter. 

The  Church  and  Society  extejnied  an  unaninioos 
«all  to  Bro.  Simmons,  January  12,  1854,  to  become 
■hheir  Prstor,  and  v4'\Qr  \:  :ew  v.  cc!  s  rci:-  it'e::.t.'cM..  I  <• 
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accepted  the  invitation^  to  enter  upon  the  duties  at 
the  close  of  his  studies,  in  July  following.  Brother 
and  Sister  Simmons  united  with  the  Church  July  2, 
1854,  and  Bro.  S.  received  ordination  July  12,  1854. 

With  our  new  Pastor  the  Church  entered  heartily 
into  the  work  of  their  heavenly  Father,  and  the  result 
has  been  a  glorious  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  as  we  trust  and  believe,  the  conversion  of  nrany 
souls,  a  number  of  whom  have  already  joined  the 
Church. 

During  the  interregnum  before  our  Pastor  arrived, 
the  Church  considered  it  an  auspicious  period  to  in- 
sert the  pruning  knife,  to  lop  off  dead  branches,  and 
to  set  in  order  the  things  that  remain.  A  number  of 
our  members  had  removed  to  paits  unknown,  and 
had  not  taken  letters.  To  all  such  that  we  could 
hear  of,  we  directed  a  line,  reminding  them  of  their 
duty,  and  to  others,  who  had  grown  cold  and  halted 
by  the  way,  we  set  about  encouraging  and  bringing 
them  forward  in  the  path  of  duty.  The  result  was, 
that  some  foi  ty  or  more  were  cither  dismissed,  drop- 
ped or  excluded,  while  a  number  were  induced  to  re- 
sume their  long-neglected  duties  ;  so  that  the  whole 
number  of  members  when  Bro.  Simmons  settled  with 
us,  was  416. 

Brethren  Albert  G.  Stillwell  and  Stephen  Gano 
Mason  were  chosen  to  the  ofRce  of  Deacons,  to  sup- 
ply vacancies  existing  in  that  department,  March  8v 
1855. 

During  the  absence  of  our  Pastor,  the  Church  was 
well  supplied  by  a  number  of  brethren,  but  a  great 
part  of  the  time  by  Prof  Henry  Day,  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, whose  acceptable  services  will  long  be  cher- 
ished with  grateful  recollection. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  Association  last  year, 
(1854J  the  Church  were  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  our  beloved  brother.  Deacon  Simeon  Barker, 
who  was  suadenly  called  from  his  labors  on  eiilrii  to 
his  rest  in  heaven.    He  had  attended  the  meenngs  of 
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the  Association  at  Wakefield,  and  while  pursuing  his; 
usual  avocation,  the  second  day  after  his  return,  fell 
from  a  staging,  which  so  injured  him  internally,  as  to 
cause  his  death  in  about  two  days.  Dea.  Barker  had 
been  associated  with  the  Church  from  its  commence- 
nient,  being  one  of  its  founders,  and  for  about  forty 
years  had  been  a  consistent,  unwavering  follawer  of 
the  blessed  Saviour.  His  life  presents  as  few  devia- 
tions  from  that  perfect  parallel  which  Christians  strive 
to  attain,  as  it  is  common  for  human  nature  to  accom- 
jplish. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  Church  from  its 
formation  to  the  present  time,  103, 
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BENEYOLEXT  SOCIETIES,  &c. 

Female  Charitable  Society. — Its  object  is  to 
clothe  i^oor  children  for  the  Sabbath  school,  and  to 
endeavor  to  bring  them  under  religious  influence.  A 
number  of  fomilies  have  been  induced  to  attend  the 
Sabbath  school,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  privileges  of  this  important  institution. 

The  Female  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was 
formed  in  June,  184-2.  Its  object  is  to  assist  in  send- 
ing the  gospel  to  heathen  nations. 

There  is  a  large  Sabbath  school,  at  present  under 
the  care  of  A.  W.  Godding,  Superintendent,  and  C. 
E.  Paine,  Librarian,  which  is  rendering  gi-eat  service 
to  the  cause  of  Christ ;  also  an  Infmt  scliool,  under 
the  care  of  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Stilhvell.  These  scliools 
are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Church. 

PvESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  CIIURCIL 

The  following  resolutions  I'espccting  absent  mem- 
bers Averc  passed  March  3,  1831  : 

Resolved,  That  in  accordance  Avith  our  church  cov- 
enant, we  heartily  disapprove  of  members  voluntarily 
absenting  themselves  from  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the 
house  of  God,  and  especially  from  the  communion  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  any  member  who  shall  absent  him 
or  herself  from  the  communion  for  the  space  of  three 
months,  without  a  reasonable  excuse,  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  proper  subject  for  discipline. 

RESOLUTION  RESPECTING  TEMPERANCE. 

April  19,  1832.    Voted  by  the  church,  that  the 
members  will  abstain  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicating 
drinks,  except  when  they  are  prescribed  for  medicine;^ 
2* 
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and  will  endeavor  to  di&suade  others  from  the  use  of 
them, 

Nov.  29,  1838.  Voted,  that  full  letters  of  dismis- 
sion and  recommendation  cannot  be  given  members- 
to  join  churches  not  in  our  connection, 

Feb.  27,  1833.  The  names  of  those  members  from 
whom  no  satisfactory  information  is  obtained  for  two 
years  in  succession,  shall  be  dropped  from  the  records 
of  the  church.  Their  names  may  be  restored,  when 
they  shall  appear  in  person  or  otherwise  and  give  a 
satisfactory  account  of  their  Christian  character. 
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CO  YEN  ANT. 


We  do  now^  in  the  presence  of  the  all-seehig  and 
most  glorious  God,  and  before  angels  and  men,  give 
up  ourselves  to  the  Jehovah,  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,  jind  confess  him  this  day  to  be  our  God,  our 
Saviour,  and  our  Leader,  and  receive  him  as  our  por- 
tion forever. 

We  engage  to  adhere  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  head  of  his  people  in  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  and 
to  rely  on  him  as  our  prophet,  priest  and  king,  to 
bring  us  to  eternal  blessedness. 

We  engage  to  improve  our  time,  talents  and  ad- 
vantages, to  his  glory  and  the  good  of  our  fellow 
men  ;  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  wisdom ;  to  maintain 
the  worship  of  God  in  our  families,  and  to  train  up 
those  under  our  care  in  the  principles  of  the  doctrine 
of  Christ. 

We  also  give  up  ourselves  to  each  other  in  cove- 
nant, promising  to  conduct  as  brethren  ;  to  w^atch 
over  each  other  in  the  love  of  God  ;  to  abstain  from 
all  foolish  talking,  viz.  jesting,  vain  disputing  and 
backbiting,  and  all  unnecessary  worldly  conversation 
on  Lord's  day. 

We  promise  to  hold  communion  together  in  the 
worship  of  God,  and  in  the  ordinances  and  discipline 
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of  his  Cliiircli^  and  to  fulfill  all  our  engagements^  ac- 
cording to  our  several  abilities ;  expecting  that  the 
Head  of  the  Church  will  lead  us  into  the  mysteries 
of  his  kingdom^  unfold  his  word^  and  enable  us  to 
apply  to  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant  for  the 
pardon  of  our  many  sins. 

We  pray  the  Lord  to  prepare  and  strengthen  us 
to  do  his  will^  to  work  in  us  that  which  is  well 
pleasing  in  his  sight,  and  finally  to  accept  us  thro' 
his  rich  grace.  Amen, 


1  8  5  5. 


Eey.  JAMES  B.  SIMMONS,  Pastor, 
Ordained  July  \2,  1854. 

DEACONS. 

WILLIAM  C.  BARKER,  Ordained  18?>3-. 
JOB  LUTHER,  ^ 

SAMUEL  S.  STILLVVELL,  [  ,  •  ,  ^  ^  r  tq^/- 
NATHAN  MASON,  >  Orda.ned  iMarch  G,  1^40. 

[SAAC  GODDAR[>,  J 

ALBERT  G.  STILLVVELL,  >  ,  .  ,  .  .^-^ 
STEPHEN  G.  MASON,       I  Ordained  April  10,  ISoo. 

ALBERT  G.  STILLWEL,  Tueasureu. 
BENJAMIN  T.  CRANSTON,  jun.  Clkrk. 


NAMES. 


Armington  Elizabeth  C. 
Armington  Caroline  A. 
Armington  Benjamin  A. 
Allen  Hetty  N. 
Allen  William  P'rancis 
Andrews  Ann  Frances 
Arnold  Betsey 
Allen  Sarah  W. 
Aldrich  Ellen  M. 
Aplin  Frances 
Angell  Asenath 
Allen  Susan  M. 
Albro  Helen  M. 
Allen  Willard  J. 

Barker  William  C. 

Barker  Phebe  (widow  of  Simeon) 

Barlow  Maria 

Bogman  Catharine 


How  idm. 

When  .idmitled. 

Letter 

Feb.27,  1840 

Baptism 

June  7,  " 

do. 

((  a 

do. 

ii     k(  <( 

do. 

28, 

do. 

Dec.  5, 

do. 

4,1842 

do. 

Ap.  22,  1849 

do. 

June  3, 

do 

April  3,1830 

Letter 

Aug.29,1850 

Baptism 

iMar.  7,  1852 

do. 

Ap.  22,  1849 

do. 

Mar.  4,  1855 

Found'r 

Nov.  2,  1820 

do. 

((  ((  (( 

Baptism 

Dec.  3,  1829 

do. 

Jan.  2,  1831 
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NAMES. 

j  llov*'  adm.  1    When  admitted. 

Bullock  Diana  L. 

Baptism 

Sept.  2,  1832 

Bailey  Sasan  11. 

Letter 

Jan.  1,  1835 

Baker  Richard 

do. 

Nov.  1,  1839 

Baker  Elizabeth 

do. 

(6,  ii 

Burbank  Mary 

Baptism 

April  19,  1840 

Butts  Mary  Ann 

do. 

June  7, 

Babcock  Ruth 

Letter 

Oct.  1, 

Burts  Elizabeth 

Baptism 

Nov.  7,  1841 

Bovven  William  B. 

Experi. 

28,  " 

Bowen  Hannah 

do. 

a        a  iC 

Barney  Caleb  R. 

Baptism 

( (        it  a 

Blackinojton  Sarah  H. 

do. 

a        i(  (( 

Burton  Francis  C. 

Letter 

Jan.  2.  1842 

Billino-s  Harriet  M. 

Baptism 

March  5,  1843 

Bicknell  Esther  P. 

do. 

Butts  Almira 

do. 

Feb.  4,  1844 

Barker  Sarah  A.  (wife  of  W.  C,  B.) 

Experi. 

Aug.  27,  1845 
April  2,  1848 

Brown  John  S. 

Letter 

Brown  Mary  D. 

do. 

^Barney  Nancy  (widow) 

do. 

Nov.  12, 

Bennett  Simeon  G. 

Baptism 

March  4,  1849 

Bennett  Patience 

do. 

a        n  kt 

Barker  Sarah  A. 

do. 

April  1, 

Billings  Anna  M. 
Barney  Ruth  M. 

do. 

22, 

do. 

a     n  it 

Baker  Sylvanus 

do. 

( i      it  n 

Baker  Harriet  G. 

Letter 

May  6, 

Bates  John 

do. 

Nov.  30, 

Barker  Edward  J. 

Baptism 

July  6,    J  851 

Bicknell  Joshua 

do. 

Brown  Solomon  F. 

Letter 

May  30,  1851 

Brown  Mary  K. 

do. 

Brown  Sumner  P. 

do. 

July  3, 

Burton  Emma 

Baptism 

May  30, 

Bidmead  Caroline 

Letter 

July  3, 

Barney  Sarah  V. 

do. 

May  2,  1850 

Brown  Rebecca 

Baptism 

Jan.   J,   J 843 

Brooks  Mary  E. 

Letter 

Sept.  10, 1848 

Barriere  Madaline 

Baptism 

March  4,  1855 

Barney  Ann  F. 

do. 

((  (( 

Boughton  Emily  J. 

do. 

((     ((  (( 

Boughton  Serina  M. 

do. 

(C           ii  it 

Bullock  Eliza  A.  G. 

do. 

June  17, 

NAVIES. 

I  How  adm. 

]   When  admitted. 

Babbitt  Ann  Eliza 

Rantisni 
Baptism 

July  1,  If!*55 

Chace  Rachel 

Ex  per. 

Dec.  3,  1829 

Cornell  Sabra 

Baptism 

Sept.  6,  1^530 

Capen  Eliza 

!  do. 

Aug.  21),  1^3! 

Cornell  Uenjatnin 

do. 

Sept.  4,  " 

Cornell  Laurana  M. 

do. 

2,  1832 

Cozzens  Arney 

do. 

Nov.   4,  ** 

C'hace  Eliza  A. 

do. 

June  2,  1833 

Clark  Ann 

Letter 

Aug.  29, 

Cole  Frances  S. 

Baptism 

*'  31, 

Chace  Mary  Ann 

Exncr. 

March  4,  1830 

Clark  Mary  Ann 

Baptism 

May  7,  I83T 

Clark  .lohn 

Letter 

Nov.  28,  lb39 

C  a  r  r  S  a  iti  ii  e  1 

Bg  ptlSlTi 

Anril  1 9  1  840 

Carr  Sophia 

do. 

<t            *»  l( 

Chace  Perry  J. 

do. 

May  3.  '* 

Chace  Matthew  A, 

do. 

Clarke  Joseph. 

do. 

June  7 

dishing  IVI ary 

Letter 

Sept.  3,  ** 

Childs  John  N. 

Ba  ])tism 

Jan.  2,  1842 

Clark  Lydia 

do. 

Feb.  6,  '* 

Childs  iMary  A. 

Letter 

Nov.  20,  1844 

Cooper  V\  illiani 

do. 

March  4,  1847 

Cole  Samnel  J. 

f5  a  |)  t  i  s  m 

June  3,  1849 

Capron  Edward  H. 

do. 

May  5,  \^50 

Cole  Cyrus 

do. 

June  2,  ** 

<. /apron  Sarah  P. 

Letter 

Oct.  31, 

Carpenter  Aurora 

do. 

Auff.  29,  ** 

Cranston  Henjaniin  V.  jun 

do. 

Sent  4  185] 

('arpcnter  Anna 

do. 

30,  1852 

( /'ranston  CJornelia  A . 

do. 

28  1854 

CavanaiK^'h  Anuti 

I.  J  u  1 J  i>  1  n  1 1 1 

Oct.  1 

(  lark  Mary  A. 

do. 

Anvil  1  l85/i 

(/rans^on  George  E. 

do. 

Mav  fi  ** 

Cranston  (-harlotte  W.  S, 

do. 

Cory  Ann  E. 

do. 

ii         ii  ii 

"Cory  Edward 

Letter 

ii        %i  H 

Cooper  C'aroline  E. 

a      a  n 

IVLuce  Charlotte  J. 

Baptism 

April  22,  1840 

D- an  flarrict  .M. 

do. 

May  3.  1810 

n^Hln-'  J:ired  C. 

d^> 

Ju'ir  7, 
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NAMES. 


j  How  adm.  ]   When  admitted. 


Davis  Benjamin 
Dennis  Mary  W. 
Dickerson  Dorcas  U. 
Dickerson  George 
Davis  Catherine 
Dexter  Sarah  A. 
Doty  Mary 
Dodge  Olive 
Davis  Catharine  F, 
Davis  Daniel  B. 
Davis  Elizabeth  R. 
Dawson  Ann  Eliza 
Dimond  John  N, 
Dean  George  S. 
Dean  Mary  J.  ^ 
Davis  Su^an  H. 
Dodge  Solomon 
Dodge  Jane  F. 
Dean  Priscilla  G. 
Dawley  Lucinda  W. 

Eldn'dge  Ann 
Eldnd:;e  Ephraira 
Eveleth  Sarah  W. 

Foster  Melinda  F. 
Fairbanks  Addison  M„ 
Fairbanks  Anna  E. 
Fitz  Elizabeth  H. 
Fox  Jane  Frances 
Field  Lucinda  \. 

Garlin  Eliza 
Gladding  Susan  B. 
Gerald  Samuel  A. 
Green  Sarah 
Goff  Amey  S. 
Grafton  George  W. 
Grafton  Lucy  Ann 
Grant  Ira 
Grant  Mary  A, 
Goddard  Isaac 
Goddard  Mary  A, 


Letter 
Baptism 

do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
do. 
do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
do 

Baptism 
do. 
do. 

Baptism 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
de. 

Letter 

Baptism 

Letter 

Esperi. 

Baptism 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do 


July  I,  1841 

Nov.  7, 

Dec.  19, 

Jan.  2,  1842 

Dec.  4,  " 

Feb.  4,  1844 

26,  1845 

Aug.  27, 

April  1,  1849 
i(    ((  (( 

2*2, 

March  9,  1851 
Feb.  4,  1855 
March  4, 


May  0, 
June  17, 


Nov.  28,  1841 

June  6,  1830 
Jan.   2,  1842 


July  5,  1840 
Nov.  28,  1841 

May  7,  1848 
Sept.  5,  1852 
Oct.  1,  1854 

S-ept.  4,  1823 
Aug.  9,  1829 
Jan.  2,  J  822 
May  4,  1834 
3,  1840 
Nov.  17,  1841 

a       u  a 

Dee.  5, 

((  4(  (« 

Jan.  2/  1842 
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 NAMES. 

Green  Charles 
Green  George 
Green  Elizabeth 
Green  Melissa  B. 
Glover  John 
Glover  Mary  T. 
Gardner  Maria 
Grafton  Samuel 
Green  Levi  R. 
Graham  Sarah 
Greene  Rebecca  H. 
Godding  Alvah  W. 
GofF  Thomas  L. 
Gladding  Susan 
Grafton  Sophia  B. 
Gardner  Jeremiah  B. 
Greene  Sarah  E. 
Gardner  Eliza  A. 
Godding  Mary  I. 

Haradon  Nancy  J. 
Hammond  Mary  A. 
Hall  Emily  A. 
Hall  Mary 
Hopkins  Maria 
Hammond  John  S. 
Hall  George  W. 
Horton  Mary  ^ 
Hoi  ton  Ira  M. 
Hopkins  George  W. 
Hines  Thomas 
Howe  Abby  Ann 
Hoyt  Esther  M. 
Hall  Ann 
Horton  George  B. 
Horton  Margaret 
Hall  Ephraim  L. 
Harris  Mary  C. 
Hamlin  Sarah  E. 
Hunt  James  A. 
Hamlin  Hannah 
Hinds  Frederick  B. 
Hammond  John  H. 


I  How  adni.  |  When  admitted 


Baptism 

Mar.  20,1842 

do. 

a     ((  i( 

do. 

(<     ((  (( 

Experi. 

Jan.  22, 1846 

Baptism 

Ap'l,  1,1849 

do. 

((  (( 

Letter 

July, 

Baptism 

It      <(  (( 

do. 

May,  6,  1850 

Exper. 

»'  29,  1851 

Baptism 

Ap'1.22,1849 

Letter 

Jan.  1,  1852 

do. 

June  3,  *' 

Baptism 

Jan.  2,  1853 

do. 

Apr.  22,1849 

do. 

1,  1855 

do! 

Jun.  17,  " 

do. 

July,],  - 

do. 

<i     <(  (( 

Letter 

Feb.  23,1622 

Baptism 

May,  4,  1834 

do. 

((    <(  (( 

Letter 

2,  1839 

Baptism 

3,  1840 

do. 

Nov.  7,  1841 

do. 

n         (<  C( 

do. 

Jan.  2,  1842 

do. 

<(    (<  (( 

do. 

it      i(  n 

do. 

Feb.  f), 

do. 

do. 

Sept.  7,  1845 

Letter 

Dec.3l,  1846 

do. 

Apr.29, 1847 

do. 

Baptism 

I,  1832 

do. 

'*  1849 

do. 

22, 

do. 

May  6, 

do. 

July  J, 

Letter 

Jan.  5,  1854 

Baptism . 

Mar.  4,  1855 
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NAMBS. 


I  How  adm.  |  When  admitted 


Hammond  Eliza  M. 
Hunt  Ann  E. 

Ide  Sarah  W. 
Inman  Sarah  E. 

Jones  Judith 
Jenks  Ruhama 
Joslin  Silas  D. 

Kelley  Jane 
Kelley  Sarah 
Kingrin  Eliza 
Kent  Sarah  A, 
Kent  Lydia 
Kelly  Susan  M. 
King  Ruth 
Kent  Jacob  F, 

Luther  Caroline 
Luther  Job 
Lyon  Phebe  V. 
Lake  Mary  Ann 
Littlepage  Mary 
Luther  Jeremiah  G. 
Lincoln  Sarah  H. 
Luther  Aleph  B. 
Landenburgh  Catharine 
Lincoln  John  B. 
Luce  Mary  Jane 
Lamb  John 
Luther  Edward  J. 

Mason  Emeline 
Miller  Henry 
Mason  Stephen  Gano 
^lason  Adeline 
Miilerd  Floomory 
Millard  William  C. 
Mason  Phebe  A. 
Matthewson  Eliza 
r»iason  Margaret  S. 
INiason  Nathan 


.Baptism 
1  do. 

Baptism 
do. 

Baptism 
Experi 
Baptism 

Baptism 
Letter 
do. 

Baptism 
Letter  \ 
Baptism 
Letter 
Baptism 

Letter 

do. 
Experi. 
Baptism 

do. 
Letter 
Baptism 

do. 

do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
Letter 
Baptism 

Baptism 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Experi. 
Letter 

do. 
Baptism 

do, 


Mar.  4,  1855 
May  6,  " 

May  1,  1842 
6,  1855 

Oct.  5,  1823 
Nov.  4,  1830 
Sept.  2,  1849 

Oct.  7,  1832 
2,  1834 
May  2,  1839 
June?,  1840 
Jan.  22,1846 
June  3,  1849 
Nov.  2,  1854 
Jan.  7,  1855 

June  7,  1829 
Dec.  3, 
Mar.  4,  1839 
June  6, 
April  4, 1833 
Dec.  19,1841 
May  4,  1843 
Feb.  4,  1844 
April  2,  1848 
June  3, 1849 
Nov.  12, 1848 
Dec.  !,  1854 
Mar.  4,  1855 


Mar. 

April 

June 

Sept. 

Oct. 

June 

Aug. 

Not. 

Apr. 

May 


6, 1S30 
6, 1832 
3,  1832 
2,  - 
5,  1834 
5,  1836 

2,  1839 
1.  " 
19,1840 

3,  - 


NAMES. 


I  How  adni.  |  When  admitted. 


Manchester  Mercy  B. 
Martin  John 
Mason  Albert  F,  R. 
McLane  John  A. 
McLane  Caroline 
Mason  Joseph  S. 
McCarty  Mary  E. 
Mason  Alfred 
Mansir  Harriet 
Marble  Ann  C. 
Marble  Ann  M. 
Millerd  Maria 
Morse  Susan  B. 
Maker  Armenia 
McLane  Emily  E. 
Miller  Nathan  L. 
Martin  Emily  A. 
Mason  Mary  S. 
Mitchell  Dougald 
Mitchell  Catharine 
McLane  Heermion. 
Mason  Ella  E. 
Martin  Emily  A. 
Mason  Sarah  L. 
Matteson  Mary  A. 
Marble  Sylvester 
Martin  Ruth  E. 
Martin  John,  jun. 
Medbury  Arnold  R. 
Millington  Elizabeth  L. 

Newhall  Catherine 
Northup  Thomas  G. 
Northup  Catharine 
Newhall  Mary  C. 
Newhall  Elizabeth  M. 

Ormsbee  Josiah  Henry 
Ormsbee  Julia  A.  B. 
Ormsbee  Elijah 
Ormsbee  John  Henry 
Otis  Daniel  G. 


Baptism 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
do. 
do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
Exper. 
do. 
do. 
Baptism 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Baptism 
Letter 
Experi 
Restor 


April  4,  1841 

Nov.  7, 
((  (( 

Dec.  5, 


'  19, 
Jan,  2. 


1842 


Apr.  10, 
May  7,  1843 
June  2.  1844 
Nov.27,1845 
Mar.  25, 
MayG,  1849 
June  3, 
Aug.  2, 
May  6, 
July  29, 1852 
((    t(  (( 

Sept.  28,1854 

Nov.  5, 

Jan.  7,  1855 
<(    <(  (t 

Feb.  4,  1855 
Mar.  4, 
May  6, 

June  17, 
May  3,  1840 

Nov.  7,  1830 
Sept.29,1831 
May  3,  1840 
Aug.  3,  1854 
Baptism  June  17, 1855 


Baptism 

Letter 

Baptism 

do. 

do. 


April  6,  1821 
Sept.  4,  1823 
Aug.27,1845 
Jan.  5,  1851 
Dec.  5,  185g 
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NAMES. 


}  How  adm.  j  When  admitted. 


Oxx  Mary  E. 

Perry  Abby  P. 
Paull  Julia 
Potter  Henry  A.  L. 
Peck  George  H. 
Prospert  Abby 
Pitman  Mary 
Peck  Sarah 
Peckbam  Mason 
Peckham  Esther 
Potter  Elizabeth 
Peck  Sylvester 
Percival  Amelia  F. 
Peck  Hannah 
Peck  Hannah  P. 
Pool  Hannah  C. 
Paine  John  J. 
Paine  Mary  C. 
Packard  Amelia  F. 
Phillips  Martha 
Potter  John  O. 
Potter  Sarah  B. 
Peckham  Silas 
Peck  Josias  L. 
Peck  Nancy 
Percival  Pachel 
Perkins  Pachel 
Peckham  William  H. 
Payton  Harriet  S. 
Pierce  John  H. 
Plant  Maria 
Peel  Rebecca  S. 
Pierce  Esther  J, 
Perry  Edwin  D. 
Peckham  Abby  B. 
Phillips  Charles  H. 
Paul  Albert  M. 
Porter  William 
Palmer  Sarah  M. 
Potter  Stephen  A. 
Phillips  Mary  C. 


Baptism  Junel7, 1855 


do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 

do„ 
Letter 
do. 
Letter 
Experi. 
Baptism 
Letter 
Baptism 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
do. 
do. 
Letter 
Baptism 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Letter 
Baptism 


July  7,  1829 
May  6,  1832 
June  3, 
Aug.  5, 
April  4.  1833 
June  2,  " 
Aug.  7,  1836 
June  1,  1837 

*i        u  tt 

May  30, 1839 
'  3,  1840 

(      it  ii 

June  4,  *' 
July  5,  " 
April  4, 1841 
Nov.  7, 


28, 


Dec.  19, 
May  7,  1843 

a       i(  (( 

Oct.  29, 1845 
Sept.  2, 1847 
Apr.22,  1849 
May  6, 

30,  1851 
Sept.  2,  1849 
Aug,  5,  1832 
May  6,  1849 
Jan.  7,  1855 
April],  " 


May  6, 

June  17,  " 
Mar.  4,  " 


f9 


 NAMES.  

Porter  Hannah  W. 
Paine  Charles  E. 
Perry  Mary  A.  C. 

Quinn  Mary  L.  - 

Ross  Sally 
Ross  Martha  A. 
Rodman  Henry  W. 
Ross  Charlotte 
Ross  Jeremiah  S. 
Ross  Edward  T. 
Ross  Mary  Sophia 
Read  Ann  Eliza 
Rider  Esther  G. 
Rodman  Mary  W. 
Randall  Elizabeth  W. 
Read  Amey 

Richardson  Elizabeth  S. 
Richardson  Henry 
Richardson  Thomas  A. 
Richardson  Mary  T. 
Read  Samuel  G. 
Roper  J»hn 
Rhodes  Eliza 
Read  Elizabeth  C. 
Read  Joshua 
•Ruggles  Maria 
Rvder  Thomas 
Rindall  Ann  E.  (Read) 
Rawson  Sarah  France* 
Rhodes  Henrietta 
Read  Josephus 
Read  Ann  Maria 
Read  Amanda  M. 
Rowand  Elisha 
Rowand  Harriet  A. 
Rhodes  Ann  E. 
Rhodes  Albert 
Reese  Mary 
Reynolds  Harriet  S. 
Reest  Sarah  A. 

8« 


I  How  adm.  |  When  admitted 


Baptism 

May,  6,  1841 

do. 

July  1,  1855 

0.0. 

(10. 

July  o,  104U 

QO. 

Apr.     ,  loo  1 

An 

uo. 

oept.  4, 

An. 

(10. 

iViay  D,  loo^ 

An 

Ar»ril  f\  Ift.'^J 
^urii  \jy  100*3 

An 

An. 
QO. 

ifjay  Of  lo4vi 

An 
UO. 

((        ((  (C 

An 
CIO. 

July  D, 

An 
QO. 

April  4,  1041 

An 
UO. 

iiOV.  /, 

An 

QO. 

((         4(  <( 

An. 

clo. 

Jo, 

An 

Clo. 

<i       H  (I 

An 

QO. 

uec.  lif^ 

Ark 

clo. 

4(           ((  (< 

An 
QO  . 

ti           H  6( 

An 

H          ii  U 

An 
UO. 

Pal-k     f\     1  QAQ 

An 

IT  i.  tl  1  .  y 

Letter 

oept.  ^o,  1  o4o 

Anr    7  M^dA 

An 
UO. 

r  eu,  loiy 

An 

do. 

iviay,  o, 

An 

QO. 

An 

UO. 

.miy  i, 

An. 

do. 

oept  <«,  ' 

1  Letter 

Inay,  1 ,  loo  I 

An 

do. 

it       ( (  a 

j  Baptism 

i>0\.  /,  loo^ 

Letter 

L'ec.  oU,  * 

An 
UO. 

I.V  v^B  tUi  . 

L  C  U.    i  ,     1  0<JtJ 

Baptism 

u  4, 

do. 

t(  (( 

do. 

Apr.  22,1849 

do. 

Mar.  4,  1855 
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NAMES.  T^How  adm.  |  When  admittedo 


Koss  Sophonia  A. 

Baptism 

Mar.  4,  1855 

Reynolds  Albert  F. 

Letter 

May  6, 

Rounds  Daniel 

do. 

June  15,  " 

Rounds  Elizabeth  A. 

do. 

Sutton  Marcia 

Baprism 

April  3,  1825 

Sheridan  Caroline 

Letter 

Aug.27, 1827 

Sweet  Sarah 

Baptism 

Dec.  31, 

Salsbury  Eliza 

do. 

April  3,  1830 

Stiilwell  Samuel  S. 

do. 

Aug.  5,  1832 

Silloway  Jane 

do. 

June  2,  1833 

Smith  Sarah 

Exper. 

Oct.  31, 

Sabin  Abby  B. 

Baptism 

Oct.  5,  1834 

Sutton  Lucy 

do. 

April  3.  1836 

Sprague  Ruth  A. 

do. 

May  26,1839 

Still vvell  Albert  G. 

do. 

May  30,  ** 

Stiilwell  Esther  M. 

Letter 

July  5, 

Salsbury  Sarah 

Baptism 

May  31,1840 

Sabin  Abby  A. 

do. 

June  7, 

Salsbury  Benjamin  H. 

do. 

July  5,  ** 

Stiilwell  Lydia  J. 

Letter 

Mar.  4,  1841 

Sweet  Leah  M. 

Baptigm 

Nov.  7, 

Silloway  Jacob 

do. 

u  28, 

Sweet  Alniira 

do. 

<(    i(  (< 

Stone  Matilda 

do. 

a     n  a 

Sheridan  James  C. 

do. 

Dec.  19, 

Selden  Frances  L. 

do. 

it     ti  (( 

Sweet  Menzies 

Exper. 

Jan.  2,  1842 

Sweet  William  H. 

Baptism 

a     ((  i4 

Shearman  Phila 

do. 

Oct.  2, 

Spencer  Samuel  S. 

do. 

Jan.  1,  1843 

Spencer  Mary  G. 

do. 

Schubarth  Elizabeth  G. 

do. 

Sept.  28, 

Sutton  Henry  A. 

do. 

Feb.  4,  1844 

Stiilwell  Sarah  A. 

do. 

May  12,  " 

Sheridam  James  C. 

Letter 

<(      ((  (( 

Slocum  Susan 

do. 

Jan. 23, 1845 

Sprague  Sarah  E. 

Baptism 

May  7,  1848 

Shearman  Ann  Eliza 

Letter 

June  1, 

Schubarth  Niles  B. 

Baptism 

April  1,  1849 

Sabin  Benjamin  D, 

do. 

22,  «* 

Sabin  Abby  F. 

do. 

((      4(  «< 

Shearma:\  James  H. 

do. 

(t      ((  ii 
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NAMES^  

Small  Harriet  J. 
Shedd  William  H. 
Shedd  Mary 
Shaw  Frances  A. 
Slocum  Samuel  D. 
Slocum  Samuel 
Swazey  Sarah  C. 
Sprague  Rebecca 
Scott  Lydia 
Scott  Eliza 
Stenwood  Mary 
Slocum  Elizabeth  M. 
Scott  WiUard  B. 
Scott  Susan  C. 
Smith  John  E. 
Smith  Mary  Ann 
Sweet  Emma  A. 
Simmons  James  B.  (Pastor 
Simmons  Mary  E. 
StiUwell  Abby  D. 
Shaw  Josephine  A. 
Smith  Jane  Ann 
Smith  Eliza  A. 
Sweet  John  C. 
Sweet  Charles  J. 
Sweet  Mary  J. 
Shedd  Adeline  F. 
Sutton  Mary  J. 

Tilley  William  J. 
Tilley  Jane 
Tiffany  Caroline 
Tillinghast  Allen 
Tyler  Rosilla  W. 
Tripp  Rebecca 
Tillinghast  Emily 
Thurston  Susan  B. 
Taylor  William  H. 
Taylor  xMargaret 
Taylor  Harriet  W. 
Thain  Susannah 
Taylor  Samuel  P. 


j  How  adm.  (  When  admitted  ' 


VK'A  nf"!  «m 

ill  ct  y  u ,    1  o  1 9 

do 

((  << 

dn 

((  u 

do 

((     ((  (( 

do 

do 

Oct.  4,  ** 

Letter 

<•   3,  185G 

Exper. 

April  3,  1851 

Letter 

May  29,  " 

do 

n       ^<  n 

do 

L^cl  LI  1/13111 

Jn  no  :^    1  ft  iQ 

do 

April  4,  lSo*2 

do 

J  une 

do 

UdUlXVlIJ 

Jiilv  2  IP'ii 

do 

Rl  T^f  1  Q  !T\ 

UclUtiSili 

11  U  \  tl, 

Ho 

d'^ 

Jan  7  Ifi'^i^i 

do 

Mar  4 

do 

<«  «4 

do 

((        ((  4i 

do 

((  4» 

do 

U        ((  (( 

do 

LIU 

May  6, 

R  ;i  Ti  f  ifl  m 

do 

June  8  1832 

do 

LIU 

do 

Anr  10  1R4<0 

do 

May  3, 

Let  ter 

July  I,  1841 

t  J  d  Ul  io  111 

Deo  4  lft42 

Ho 

do 

July  1, 

do 

Sept  2, 

do 

1,  1850 

liCtter 

Dec'r4,  I85i 

Baptism 

Oct  3,  1852 

NAMES. 

How  adm. 

j  When  admitted  > 

Vaughii  William  H, 

Haptism 

Feb  6,  1842 

Vaugha  Mary  A. 

Letter 

i«      ^^  (< 

Watson  filiza 

Baptism 

Apiil  6, 182I 

Wost  Eliza 

Exper 

Mar  4,'  1830 

Warl«5 worth  Charlotte  T 

LJ        Ills  Itl 

May  6*  1832 

ATM.  a  J       VJj  X^\JM 

Whitford  Beulak 

do 

July  7,  1833 

do 

Sent  6  1834 

Winman  RHza  S 

do 

Anril  3  1836 

"W^TTTmaTi  TTarriet 

do 

*<          (i  ti 

Woodward  Mary 

do 

June  5, 

^Wilcox  Susan. 

do 

May  3,  1840 

^V^oodward  W^illiain 

do 

July  5,  '* 

Whitford  Caleb 

do 

Nov  28, 1841 

W^ood  R/uby  A  . 

Exper 

it          <(  «4 

"Wilniarth  Martha 

Baptism 

<l          t<  H 

WWitmore  Abbv  C 

do 

June  4  1843 

"Whitp  KranMin 

T.pf  f  p7» 

<(  29 

Waldron  Phebe  A, 

Baptism 

April  I,  IS49 

Wilson  W^alter 

do 

May  6,  " 

Wilson  Elizabeth  C, 

do 

<«    <(  (( 

Wood''^ard  Jane 

T  .pf  f  pf 

Oct'r4, 

Wplsh  R  gv  John  C 

do 

Wphh  Abbv  P. 

do 

U      t<  <( 

Wnlflncrrl  ftip  MarP'aret 

Ma  T\f*i  em 

Jnlv  4 
V  my 

Waithman  Georgianna  M.  E. 

do 

Nov  5,  1854 

Walden  Samuel  D. 

do 

Mar  4,  1855 

Walden  Mary  A. 

do 

a      a  (( 

Walden  Elizabeth 

do 

(<          ((  (C 

Wall  Sarah  B. 

do 

((         U  {( 

Young  Ann  Catherine 

Baptism 

luly  1.  1849 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH  AND  PRACTICE, 


I.  THE  TRUE  GOD. 

We  believe  in  the  existence  of  one  only  living  and 
true  God,  who  is  a  spirit^a  infinite,i  eternal  and  un- 
changeable in  his  being,  wisdom,  power,  holiness,  jus- 
tice, goodness  and  truth ;  and  that  in  the  unity  of  the 
Godhead  there  are  three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,c  who  are  the  same  in  substance, 
equal  in  power  and  glory. d 

aJohn4:24.  God  is  a  Spirit. 

6Ps.  147  :5.  His  understanding  is  infinite. 

clJohn  5  :  7.  There  are  three  that  bear  record  in  Heaven,  the  Fa- 
ther, &c. 

d2  Cor.  13 :  14.  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  with  you  all. 

IL  THE  SCRIPTURES. 

We  believe  that  the  Holy  Scriptures,  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  were  written  by  inspiration  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,a  and  that  they  are  the  only  infallible 
standard  of  faith  and  practice.  6 

a2  Tim.  3  : 16.  All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God.  2 
Peter  1 :  21.  Holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

6John  10  :  35.  The  Scripture  cannot  be  broken.  5  :  39.  Search 
the  Scriptures,  &c. 

III.  THE  FALL  OF  MAN. 

We  believe  that  the  first  man,  (Adam)  was  created 
in  a  holy,  happy  state ;  after  the  image  of  him  that 
created  him  ;  capable  of  serving  and  glorifying  God  ;a 
but  by  disobedience  to  the  law  of  his  Creator,  not  only 
exposed  himself  to  personal  misery,  but,  by  a  Divine 
constitution,  involved  his  whole  posterity  in  the  tem- 
poral and  eternal  consequences  of  sin.  6 
S 


Si 


aGen.  1:27.  God  created  man  in  his  own  image.  1  :31.  God 
saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made  and  behold  it  was  very  good,  &c. 

&Gen.  3:6,  &c.  And  when  the  woman  saw  that  the  tree  was 
good,  &c.  Rom.  7  : 18.  I  know  that  in  me  dwelleth  no  good  thing. 
8  :  7.  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God,  &c.  I  Cor.  15  :21. 
By  man  came  death. 

IV.  GOD'S  PURPOSE  OF  GRACE. 

We  believe  that  God  from  eternity  decreed  the 
salvation  of  an  unspeakable  number  of  sinners,  by  the 
incarnation^  obedience  and  sufferings  of  his  well-be- 
loved Son.  a 

aJohn  6  : 39.  This  is  the  Father's  will,  that  of  all  which  he  hath 
given  me,  I  should  lose  nothing.  Rom.  8  :  29.  Whom  he  did  fore- 
know, them  he  did  predestinate,  &c.  Ephe.  1  :  4  According  as  he 
hath  chosen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  See  also 
2  Tim.  1:9.    2  Thess.  2  : 13.    1  Peter  1:2. 

V.  DEITY  AND  HUMANITY  OF  CHRIST. 

We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  being  set 
up  from  everlasting^^  as  Mediator  of  the  New  Cove- 
nant, and  he  engaging  to  be  head  over  all  things  to 
the  Church,  did,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  assume  hu- 
man nature,  by  taking  to  himself  a  true  body,  and  a 
reasonable  soul ;  so  that  two  perfect  and  distinct  na- 
tures, the  Godhead  and  the  Manhood,  were  insepara- 
bly Joined  together  in  one  person ;  which  person  h 
truly  God,  and  truly  man;  yet  one  Christ,  the  only 
Mediator  between  God  and  man. 

iiProv.  8  :  23.  1  was  set  up  from  everlasting.  John  1:1.  In  the 
beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
was  God.  Matt.  1  :21.  Thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus.  Vs.  23. 
They  shall  call  his  name  Immanuel,  which,  being  interpreted,  is 
God  with  us.  1  Tim.  3  .16.  Great  is  the  mystery  of  Godliness  : 
God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh.  Heb.  12:24.  Jesus,  the  mediator  of 
the  new  covenant.  See  also  Isa.  9  :  6.  John 5  : 17, 18.  1  John 5  : 
20.    Jude  25. 

VI.  THE  ATONEMENT. 

We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  his  perfect 
obedience  and  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  hath  made 
ade(juate  and  acceptable  atoneijient  for  sin  ;a  and  that 
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all  such,  and  such  only,  as  are  enabled  by  Divine 
grace  to  fly  to  him  for  refuge,6  being  born  again,c 
shall  reap  the  endless  benefits  of  that  atonement. 

aPhil.  2  :  8.  Being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  him- 
self, and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross. 
Rom.  5  :  11.  By  whom  we  have  now  received  the  atonement. 

iHeb.  6  : 18.  Who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope, 
&c. 

cJohn  1 : 13.  Which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 
flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.  John  3:7.  Ye  must  be 
born  again. 

dReh.  5:9.  Being  made  perfect,  he  became  the  Author  of  eter- 
nal salvation.    See  also  John  3:16.    6:37.     ^^jt^  ^g^b^r^^: 


VII.  JUSTIFICATION  AND  FORGIVENESS. 


We  believe  that  justification  is  an  act  of  God's  un- 
merited grace^a  wherein  he  pardons  all  our  sins,  and 
accepts  us  as  righteous,  in  his  sight,  only  for  the 
righteousness  of  Christ,  received  by  faith  alone. i  Be- 
ing thus  justified,  we  are  really  and  personally  sancti- 
fied, by  his  word  and  Spirit,  dwelling  in  us.c 

aRom.  3  :  24.  Being  justified  freely  by  his  grace,  ^-c. 

5Rom.  4  : 5.  To  him  that  worketh  not, but  believeth  on  him,  ^-c, 
his  faith  couiited  for  rigiiteousneas.  2  Cor.  5  :  21.  He  hath  made 
him  to  be  sin  for  us  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  him. 

cl  Cor.  6:11.  Ye  are  washed,  ye  are  sanctified,  ye  are  justified  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  See  al- 
so Isai.  4S  :  25.  44:22.  55:7.  A^ts  13:30.  Rom.  8  : 1,  2,  33, 
and  Ephe.  1 :  7. 

Vlli.  PERSEVERANCE  OF  THE  SAINTS. 

We  believe  that  all  those  who  are  effectually  call- 
ed, by  the  Spirit  of  God,  will  be  kept,  by  the  power 
of  God,  through  faith  unto  salvation. 

John  5 :  24.  Verily  !  verily  1  say,  &c.,  He  that  heareth  my 
word,  &c.,  hath  everlasting  life  an4  shall  not  come  into  condemna- 
tion, but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life.  10  :  28.  My  sheep  hear  my 
voice,  &c.  And  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never 
perish.  Phil.  ]  :  6.  Being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  he 
which  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you,  will  perform  it,  <fcc.  1  Pet. 
2  :  6.  He  that  believeth  on  him  shall  not  be  confounded.  See  also 
Prov.  12  :  3.  Isa  3  :  10.  Matt.  18  :  14. 


IX.  BAPTISM  AND  THE  LORD'S  SUPPEE. 

We  belieye  that  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  to  be  continued  till  the 
second  coming  of  Christ  ;a  that  immersion  was  the 
primitiye  mode  of  administering  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  ;b  and  that  the  subjects  of  it  were  those  alone 
who  professed  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  in 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ;c  and  we  believe  thai  this  ex- 
ample, both  as  it  respects  the  subject  and  the  mode, 
ought  to  be  iuYariably  imitated  in  all  the  churches. d 

We  belieye  that  it  is  the  duty,  and  privilege,  of 
the  children  of  God  frequently  to  commemorate  the 
sufferings  and  death  of  the  Redeemer,  by  partaking 
of  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper :  and  that  bap- 
tism, by  immersion,  upon  a  profession  of  faith  in 
Christ,  is  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  communion 
in  that  holy  ordinance, 

aMatt.  3 :  13  to  15.  Then  came  Jesufsfrora  Galilee  to  Jordan,  &c. 
^ZCor.  11  :  26.  For  as  often  aa  j&  eat,  ^c,  ye  do  show  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  come.  Vs.  2  :  Now  1  praise  you,  brethren,  that  ye  keep 
the  ordinances  as  I  delivered  them  unto  you.  See  also  Matt.  26  : 
26.  1  Cor.  11  :  28. 

6Act£  8  :  36,  39.  And  the  Eunuch  said,  &c.  And  they  went 
down  both  into  the  water,  and  he  baptized  him.  Rom.  6  :  1 — 14. 
Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him  in  baptism.  See  also  Acts  2  :  38, 
and  10:  48.    Matt.  28:19. 

cActs  2  :41.  Then  they  that  gladly  received  his  word  were  bap- 
tized.   8  :  37.  If  thou  believest  with  all  thy  heart,  thou  mayest. 

<iEph.  4:5.  One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism.  2  Thess.  3:6. 
Now  we  command  you,  brethren,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  ye  withdraw  from  every  brother  that  walketh  disorderly 
md  not  after  the  tradition  which  he  received  of  us.  See  also  Gal. 
3  :  27  to  29.  1  Cor.  5  :  7,  8. 

X.  THE  SABBATH. 

We  belieTC  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  ought  to 
be  observed  as  the  Christian  Sabbath :  it  is  properly 
called  the  Lord's  Dray. 

We  belieye  that  it  is  our  duty  to  assemble  on  that 
day,  for  the  public  worship  of  God;  and  to  engage 
in  the  various  exercises  of  devotion,  such  as  pray- 
er, and  thanksgiving,  preaching  and  hearing  the 
word,  reading   the  Scriptures,  adaaiais  tering  the 
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ordinances,  and  singing  psalms,  hymns,  and  spir- 
itual songs. 

That  wc  shoiikl  carefully  avoid,  on  that  day,  all 
levity,  trifling  discourse,  political  dissertations,  and  dis- 
putes ;  dulness,  and  stupidity ;  strolling  about  fields 
and  streets  ;  journeying  and  paying  unnecessary  visits. 

Exod.  20  :  S,  10.  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  lioly,  &c . 
In  it  thou  shall  not  do  any  work.  34  :21.  On  the  seventh  day, 
thou  shalt  rest :  in  car  in  (r -time  and  in  harvest  thou  shalt  rest. — 
Mark  2: 23.  The  Son  of  Man  is  Lord  also  of  the  Sabbath  day.  Ps  . 
113  :24.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  halh  m:ide  :  we  will  re- 
joice and  be  glad  in  it.  Mk.  2:27.  The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man 
and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath.  Acts  20  :  7.  Upon  the  first  day  of 
the  v/eek,  when  the  disciples  came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul 
preached  unto  them.  Rev.  1:10.  1  was  in  the  spirit  on  the  Lord's 
day.    See  also  John  20  :  V^.  I  Cor.  1G:2. 

XL  THE  MINISTRY. 

We  believe  that  God  does  call,  by  his  Spirit,  some 
members  of  his  Church  to  devote  themselves  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  awakening  of  sinners, 
the  edifying  of  his  people,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
all,  who  hear  the  Gospel  preached,  to  communicate, 
of  their  earthly  substance,  for  the  support  of  those 
whom  they  employ  for  their  ministers. 

We  believe  that  every  one  ought  to  do  according  to 
his  ability,  or  what  he  possesses,  and  that  legislative 
authority  ought  not  to  compel  any  one  to  pay  a  sum 
which  he  did  not  voluntarily  engage. 

Eph.  4:11.  And  he  gave  some,  apostles  ;  and  some,  prophet^  j 
and  some,  evangelists  ;  and  some,  pastors  and  teachers  ;  for  the  per- 
fecting of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  o^ 
tlie  body  of  Christ,  &c.  2  Cor.  4:1.  Therefore  seeing  we  have  re- 
ceived this  ministry,  we  faint  not.  1  Thess.  5:12.  We  beseech  you, 
brethren,  to  know  them  wliich  labor  among  3'ou  and  are  over  you, 
in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you :  and  to  esteem  them  very  highly  in 
love  for  their  work's  sake.  1  Tim.  5  : 17,  19.  Let  the  elders  that 
rule  well,  &c.  The  Scripture  saitli.  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox, 
&c.,  and  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  reward.  Against  an  elder 
receive  not  an  accusation,  but  before  two  or  three  witneses.  1  Cor. 
1):14.  The  Lord  ordained,  that  tliey  which  preach  the  gospel, 
should  live  of  the  gospel.  1  Cor.  9  :  11.  If  we  have  sown  unto  you 
spiritual  things,  is  it  a  greatt  hing  if  we  reap  your  carnal  things  ? 
See  also  1  Cor.  9:  9— 14.  16:2.  2  Cor.  8.  13— 14.  Gal.  6:6. 

XII.  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 
We  believe  that  Civil  Government  is  an  appoint- 
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ment  of  God  ;  and  therefore  ouglit  to  be  respeotfally 

maintained  ;a  yet  we  believe  that  it  has  no  right  to 

make  any  laws  to  establish  articles  of  faith  :b  regulate 

the  worship  and  ordinances  of  the  Churchy  or  settle 

disputes^  in  the  course  of  her  discipline.c 

aRom.  13  : 1 — 7.  Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto  the  higher  pow- 
ers, ^c. 

^John  18  :36.  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 

cMatt.  18  :15 — 17.  If  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against  thee,  go 
and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone  ;  if  he  shall  hear 
thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  brother;  but  if  he  will  not  hear  thee, 
then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or 
three  witnesses,  every  word  may  be  established.  And,  if  he  shall 
neglect  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the  church  ;  but  if  he  neglect  to 
hear  the  church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  pub- 
lican 

XIII.  FAMILY  DUTIES. 

We  belieye  that  family  government  should  be 
strictly  administered  in  wisdom^  goodness,  faithful- 
ness and  purity ;  that  the  different  members  of  these 
small  societies  are  under  obligation  to  love,  honor, 
and  seek  to  promote  each  other's  interest  and  happi- 
ness. 

Gen.  18 :  19.  I  know  him  (Abraham)  that  he  will  command  his 
chilaren  and  his  household  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep  the  way 
of  the  Lord  to  do  justice  andjudgment.  Jer.  10  :  25.  Pour  out  thy  fu- 
ry upon  *  the  families  that  call  not  on  thy  name.  Ephe.  5: 
21:  25.  Submitting  yourselves  one  to  another  in  the  fear  of  God. 
Col.  3  : 19.  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  and  be  not  bitter  against 
them.  Eph.  5:  33.  (Let)  the  wife  see  that  she  reverence  her  hus- 
band. 1  Cor.  7:  10  Let  not  the  wife  depart  from  her  husband. — 
Mai.  2 : 16.  For  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel  saith,  that  he  hateth — 
putting  away!  Eph.  6:1.  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the 
Lord,  for  this  is  right.  Ephe.  6:4.  Ye  fathers,  provoke  not  your 
children  to  wrath,  but  bring  th@m  up  in  the  nurture  and  admoni- 
tion of  the  Lord.  Ephe.  6:  5 — 7.  Servants,  be  obedient  to  them  that 
are  your  maisters,  <fec. 

XIV.  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHUECH. 

We  believe  that  a  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  walking 
in  his  ordinances,  and  standing  fast  in  the  faith  and 
liberty  of  the  Gospel,  have  full  power  to  receive  suit- 
able persons  to  membership, a  recommend,  dismiss, 
admonish,  exclude,  restore,6  give  letters  of  commen- 
dation to  those  who  are  qualified  to  preach,  that  such 
may  be  received  by  other  churches  and  use  their  gifts 
for  the  good  of  Zion.    Also  that  she  possesses  full 
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power  to  choose  her  officers,  aud  sit  as  a  competent 
judge  and  decide  in  all  cases  respecting  her  diciplinc. 

a2  Cor.  6  : 17.  Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye 
separate  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thinrr,  and  I  will  receive  you, 
4*c.  Rom.  15  :  7.  Receive  ye  one  another,  as  Christ  also  received  us. 

hRom.  16:17.  Now  1  beseech  you,  brethren,  mark  them  which, 
cause  divisions,  4^c.,  contrary  to  the  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned. 
1  Cor.  5  :  13.  Put  away  from  amonir  yourselves  that  wicked  person. 
>See  also  2  Thess.  3  :  6.    Acts  18  :  27.    1  Cpr.  16  :  3.    2  Cor.  8  :  23, 


XV.  RESURRECTION  AND  JUDGMENT. 

We  believe  that  all  the  dead  will  be  raided,  and 
that  Christ  will  descend,  in  great  glory,  to  judge  the 
world ;  both  those  who  shall  then  be  alive  and  those 
who  shall  be  raised  from  their  graves  ;  and  that  he 
will  consign  the  finally  impenitent  to  endless  woe, 
and  introduce  his  saints  to  the  glories  of  his  Heaven- 
ly kingdom,  where  they  shall  be  ever  with  the  Lord. 

These,  and  all  other  truths  of  Divine  revelation, 
wa  profess  to  believe,  and  desire  to  practise,  as  God 
may  grant  us  grace. 

Dan.  12  :  2.  And  many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth 
shall  awake,  some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and  ever- 
lasting cont  .'mpt.  John  5  :  28,  2;).  Marvel  not  at  this  ;  for  the  hour 
is  coming  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the  graves,  4*c.  Read  Matt. 
2.5:31— to  end.  2Thess.  1  :  7— 10.  2  Peler  3  :  14.  Wherefore,  be- 
loved, seeing  thatye  look  for  such  things,  be  diligent,  that  ye  may 
be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot  and  blameleiss. 

TO  THE  READER. 

We  believe  it  to  be  important  that  every  member, 
of  each  church,  should  become  acquainted  with  the 
principles  which  said  church  professes  ;  and  that  all 
who  wish  to  unite  themselves  to  it,  ought  cordially  to 
embrace  the  same,  in  order  to  further  their  happiness, 
and  be  useful  members. 

It  is  our  fervent  desire  that  every  serious  enquirer 
after  truth  will  be  inclined  to  search  the  Scriptures, 
and  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  become  wise 
unto  salvation,  and  be  found  walking  in  all  the  com- 
mandments and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless. 
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The  folio  wing  Table  will  show  the  altera- 
tions which  have  taken  placa  in  the  Church  since 
its  organization,  np  to  September,  1855. 


cs 

Added  b 
Baptism 

--a 

O 
O 

smisset 

O 

"c3 

X 

ropped. 

3ceased 

<D 

bH 

a 

Q 

C 

1821 

27 

27 

1822 

o 

10 

1 

44 

1823 

o 
u 

11 

2 

62 

1624 

o 

2 

17 

50 

f825 

i 

2 

49 

1826 

i 

1 

51 

1827 

2 

2 

47 

1828 

4 

43 

1829 

A 

5 

2 

50 

1830 

9 

1 

87 

1831 

I  o 

3 

2 

104 

1832 

A  /I 

3 

2 

150 

1833 

lo 

5 

3 

1 

2 

167 

1834 

1  A 
10 

6 

2 

3 

1 

177 

1835 

5 

7 

1 

2 

2 

184 

1836 

1  r> 
1  Z 

5 

2 

2 

2 

196 

1837 

3 

22 

9 

2 

2 

209 

1838 

10 

1 

2 

196 

.1839 

12 

11 

3 

2 

3 

2 

209 

1840 

/  1 

14 

G 

2 

2 

4 

281 

f841 

b 

10 

5 

3 

3 

286 

i842 

147 

29 

10 

1 

2 

450 

1843 

6 

17 

7 

4 

448 

1844 

17 

8 

9 

7 

5 

452 

1845 

4 

S 

8 

12 

1 

3 

440 

1846 

2 

9 

18 

5 

4 

424 

1847 

3 

13 

1 

16 

8 

6 

411 

1848 

4 

5 

! 

7 

1 

3 

410 

1849 

71 

13 

4 

9 

481 

1850 

9 

14 

16 

8 

1 

479 

1851 

5 

16 

8 

7 

2 

4 

479 

I S52 

6 

19 

15 

1 

10 

470 

1853 

5 

6 

11 

4 

8 

458 

1854 

3 

2 

12 

14 

13 

!0 

414 

1855 

6? 

13 

1  I  15 

8 

2 

10 

460 

